Passage Planning Process

Reason to go...
Places of interest, rendezvous, en route in longer

passage, medical, maintenance, restocking, refuelling...
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Evaluate destination (s)....

Under-keel allowances

Mooring (fees, space, noise, facilities, ..)

Anchoring (ground type, space, noise, tender required..)
Tidal gates (slots to get in/out of destination

Tidal streams

Wind behaviour (dangerous turns of wind)

Local dangers (rocks, shipping, weather)

Assess feasibility
Destination

Alternatives en route, in emergency or simply change of
mind
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List of destinations...

Complete passage plan template, with distances,
estimated time on passage local time of arrival, state of
tide

Assess waypoints, periodic, danger marks, landmarks or
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On Arrival...

Locate mooring,

Re-evaluate and choose alternate if initial assessment
was wrong / mis-informed

Moor / anchor up !

Shut down navigation systems

Complete passage plan documentation
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Sources of information - Static
Charts

Alamanac / Cruising Guides

Met Office(s)

Official agencies (eg Coastguard)
Subscription services (eg Weather)
Port / Marina Guide

Radio ahead

Phone ahead

Past experienceDiagram

Sources of information - Dynamic

Crew

Instruments (wind, log, depth)
Chart plotter / GPS

Gauges (fuel, barometer, battery)
Radio DSC / SSB

Coast guard

Weather services

Chart / EP plot

Tidal stream chart

Other shipping en route
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VESSEL

Name

Type (Sloop, Cutter etc..)

Hull Colour

Sail number

Masthead height above waterline

LOA

Draught

REGISTRATION

Small Ships Register

COMMUNICATION

MMSI

Group MMSI

Call Sign

INSURANCE

Policy Number

Expiry date

Emergency phone number

Emergency Fax number
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Checklist

ENGINE

Engine Oil level

Engine fuel level

Engine water/coolant level
Spare fuel stowed
Warmed up

SAILS

Sail condition checked ok
Sails hanked on / halyards ok
Reef lines freed / set

ELECTRICS

Battery bank - domestic charged
Battery bank - engine charged
Alternator charging

SAFETY

Seacocks set correctly
Gas off

Unnnecesaary electrics off
Lockers unlocked

All loose items stowed
Heads operation / set
Bilge pump operating

NAVIGATION

Charts / Guides / Alimanacs
GPS (and all backups working)
Chartplotter working

Radar working

Instruments working

DSC VHF Radio on Ch.16
SSB working

Nav lights working

EMERGENCY

Flare pack ready / expiry date ok

Fire Extinguishers ready / expiry date ok
Torches ready / working

Grab bag ready

Handheld VHF

Mobile Phones

Liferaft stowed / expiry date ok
Danbuoy stowed

Throw rope stowed

ANCHORING / MOORING
Anchor (rode marked up, stowed)
Windlass (working order)

Tender checked / stowed

CASTING OFF
Checklist complete
Crew breifing complete
Warps ready to slip

Skipper |Crew
Checked | Briefed

(note which should be open and closed)

(no padlocks left on external lockers)

(show crew how to manually pump)

(contents checked)

(if possible should be off, charged and in grab k
(one should be off, charged and in grab bag)
Crew told how to launch

Crew told how to launch

Crew told how to launch
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Fenders positioned well
Port / marina radio alerted

CREW

Briefed

Dressed

Crew alert and know their jobs
Life jackets on

Harness on

FOOD

Treats ready
Tea / coffee
Meals en-route

DOCUMENTS ON BOARD
CG66 - UK Coastguard
Insurance Certificate

SSR Certificate

Radio Licence - Ship
Radio Licence - Personal
VAT Invoice for boat

Sale Agreement

Personal Certificates of competancy

ICC

Crew briefed but not scared

Crew should ne encouraged to dress for the we
anyone looking ill or anxious?

Always

If required

Moral boosters
Flasks are a good idea
If heavy weather expected - prepare beforehan

For sailing in UK and European Waters
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PASSAGE PLAN

SKIPPER & CREW
Emergency
Contact Phone

Name Email

Skill
Level

Departure Port

Name Tide

High Low

Est.
Dep time

Marina
VHF Ch.

Port
VHF Ch.

Comments
(e.g. Port regulations)

Weather Forecast - General Synopsis
Sea Area 'Wind Dir Force

Visbibility

Pressure |Trends

Passage Time
Long

Dep

WP 01

WP 02

WP 03

WP 04

WP 05

WP 06

WP 07

WP 08

WP 09

WP 10

Arr

Position

Lat CTS oM

Remarks
(e.g. dangers, lights, sectors, lanes)

Alternatives / refuge Time

Long

WP 51
WP 52
WP 53
WP 54
WP 55
WP 56
WP 57
WP 58
WP 59
WP 60

Position

Lat CTS oM

Remarks
(e.g. leading lights / landmarks /
WP decision point)
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